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@ A plea for a Christian Christmas 


FOR THE SAKE OF : THe CHILDREN 


R THE SAKE of the children this 

is an appeal for a thoughtful ob- 
servance of the Christmas _ season. 
Christmas is the time of greatest joy 
for most children, and rightly so. It 
is the time, too, when one most realizes 
and appreciates the wonder of childhood 
and the infinite possibilities hidden in 
the life of the young. Happy is the 
home where there is a little child to 
lead persons into the wonderful mystery 
of Christmas, even the coming of the 
Christ-child. 

Too often, however, in the hurried 
and often frantic life of adults during 
this sacred season the children are neg- 
lected. They are not intentionally 
crowded out but rather thoughtlessly 
prevented from understanding the true 
meaning of this holy season. Perhaps 
in the last analysis this thoughtlessness 
is due largely to selfishness on the part 
of adults. If this is true it is highly 
important that we who profess faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ should give seri- 
ous thought to our observance of 
Christmas. 

It is too easy for us to accept pre- 
vailing customs in a community as being 
right and proper when in reality they 
may not conform at all to the spirit 
of Jesus Christ. 


Christ and Christmas 


Three things are here suggested as 
being imperative if we are to be faith- 
ful to our sacred privilege and respon- 
sibility in making Christmas meaningful 
to children. 

First of all, we must help them to 
associate Christmas with Christ. The 


By MALCOLM P. CALHOUN* 


centrality of Santa Claus in the Ameri- 
can tradition has made it difficult for 
chiJdren to give first place in their 
thoughts to Christ, even though their 
minds and hearts are most receptive to 
him. The story of his coming as a little 
babe is treasured by them and should 
be uppermost in their thoughts at 
Christmas. The home is by far the 
most important factor in making this 
possible. The parents who are deeply 
conscious of the significance of the sea- 
son will transmit, by word and example, 
this sublime truth to the children. 


The climax of the Christmas season 
should be the worship of quiet praise 
and thanksgiving in which the entire 
family shares. Such worship will be 
greatly enriched by the preparation 
made in advance by the parents in shap- 
ing the thinking of young life in the 
home. 


A second imperative for the sake of 
the children is that parents take time 
to share with them the blessings of the 
season. To the credit of the majority 
of American homes there is an earnest 
desire on the part of parents that their 
children should have everything they 
want at Christmas. 


Parents forget sometimes that they, 


*Dr. Calhoun is secretary of the Di- 
vision of Christian Relations in the 
Loard of Church Extension, Atlanta. 


themselves, are most wanted by the 
little folk. Therefore they should not 
be too tired or thoughtless to deny the 
family their time and consideration. 

It does not take many things to make 
children happy, but the presence and in- 
terest of the parent in them is a ne- 
cessity. Without that something very 
precious has been denied them. 


Homes and Liquor 


A third imperative for the sake of the 
children at Christmas is the practice 
of sobriety. It may appear to some 
that such a reminder is altogether un- 
necessary and out of order since Chris- 
tian parents would, of course, observe 
sobriety. To others such a suggestion 
may be considered old-fashioned and 
puritanical. Those in the first group 
should know that if alcoholic beverages 
were not to be served this Christmas 
in any church member’s home the liquor 
sales would be cut enormously. Those 
in the second group should make an 
objective study of the tragedy upon 
tragedy which occurs every Christmas 
in the life of many a home and espe- 
cially the children because of the 
thoughtless indulgence of the parents. 

Now again we are looking forward 
to the celebration of the coming of our 
Savior into the world. What sort of 
plans are you making? What does his 
coming mean to you? For the sake of 
the children this is a plea that you help 
them by word and example to come into 
the presence of him who said: 

“Let the little ones come to me, and 
do not hinder them; for to such belongs 
the kingdom of heaven.” 











Letters to the Editors 





Kentucky Offers Proof of Need of Union 





‘Come and See”’ 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The Program Committee of the Synod of 
Kentucky, Presbyterian Church, U. S., and 
the Council of the Synod of Kentucky, Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, in a joint session at 
Louisville, Ky., on Nov. 9, 1953 unanimously 
agreed that they would recommend to their 


respective synods at their concurrent meet- 
ing in Danville, July 20-22, 1954, this joint 
resolution, “‘That the two synods issue an 
invitation to pastors and laymen of other 
Presbyterian synods to visit Kentucky to 
observe the serious problems which are 
created and now exist by the overlapping of 


the parishes of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., and USA in many of the small towns 
and cities in Kentucky.” 

By writing to the undersigned, executive 
secretary of the Synod of Kentucky, Presby- 


terian Church, USA, 
tour will be arranged. 
ALEXANDER M. WARREN. 

133 Cherokee Park, Lexington, Ky. 


a personally conducted 


Do They Know 
What They Do? 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Recently letters and leaflets have been sent 
to the officers of our newly-organized church 
opposing organic union with other Presby- 
terian bodies. If those who are sending out 
this material knew of the ill effect of this 
effort upon the minds and hearts of these 
newly-elected officers I am sure they would 
refrain from disturbing the peace and unity 
of this new church. (Editorial, p. 10) 

Only eight of the 74 ch rter members were 
originally Presbyterians. The rest came from 





seven different sister denominations. 


They 
have united with us because they believe in 
the unity of all believers in Christ. 

It has been my privilege to organize five 


new churches and repair and strengthen 
seven weak churches during my 35 years of 
service in the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
More than 70 per cent of the members of 
these churches have come from other de 
nominations. They have become the most 
loyal and generous members and officers of 
our church. If they lose this confidence in 
our love for unity and leave us, we will be 
in a terrible situation. 

Let us be ‘‘eager to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace.”’ 

S. K. EMURIAN. 
Norfolk, Va. 


Smaller Churches, Please 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The following overture is being submitted 
to Concord Presbytery for consideration and 
action: 

In view of the fact that fifty years ago we 
had only three churches with 1,000 or more 
members, and that now we have, in our 
Southern Presbyterian church, 96 churches 
with members ranging from 1,000 to 4,107, 
the Presbytery of Concord would respect- 
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fully overture the General Assembly in ses- 
sion at Montreat, May 27-June 1, 1954, to 
take steps toward encouraging our largest 
churches to colonize rather than to centralize 
in one large church, for at least two reasons: 
1. Jesus said in John 10:14, “I am the 
good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine.’’ The Oriental shepherd 
knew his sheep and lambs and called them 


by name. So the pastor, the undershepherd, 
should know his people. But, with many 
other pressing duties, a pastor in one of 


these large churches cannot know the half 
of his members when he meets them on the 
street, much less can he find time to get 
into the homes of his people and get ac- 
quainted with the children. 

2. Around, and within the bounds of these 
large churches, there are a number of small 
churches striving for self-support, and some 
are even struggling for their very life. With 
the help the large church could give them in 
members and money, they would soon be 
self-supporting and real assets to the church 
at large, and release more money for evan- 
gelistic and home mission work. 

J. E. FLOW. 

Concord, N. C. 


e 
Holiday Feature 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

“Star of Bethlehem,”’ 
Morehead Planetarium 
tinue through January 4. 

The combined religious, scientific and his- 
toric nature of this presentation has, in past 
years, attracted visitors from near and far. 
This year, larger and more beautiful scenes 
and special effects provide greater enjoyment 
for all who attend. 

Performances are given at 8:30 every eve- 
ning in the week and in the afternoons on 
Saturdays at 3 and 4, and on Sundays at 
2,3 and 4 p. m. Presentations for school 
children are on Wednesdays at 2 p. m. and 
on Thursdays at 11 a. m. and 2 p. m. Ad- 
ditional presentations are scheduled as _ nec- 
essary, to accommodate all who wish to see 
this wonderful story of Christmas. Advance 
reservation is necessary to attend school 
programs. Also by advance arrangement, 
special showings for religious, civic, social 
or industrial groups numbering 100 or more 
persons are given at their convenience. 

A. JENZANO. 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 


most popular of all 
programs, will con- 


e 
Kingdom on Earth 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I read with interest Dr. Van Dusen’s ad- 
dress to the church women (OUTLOOK, Nov. 
9, 16). 


I was especially struck with the bishop's 








SHARE YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 


with the world’s neediest people, 
the leprosy-stricken and their 
children. 

A Christmas gift from you 
will help to make our Lord’s 
birthday a happy day for thou- 
sands who are being cared for 
by your missionaries in many 
lands. 

Send your gift today, in His 
name, to 


AMERICAN LEPROSY 
MISSIONS, Ine. 


156 Fifth Ave., 53-0, New York 10, N. Y. 











Or ANY ..- 


SALESMAN 
HARDWARE DEALER 
OLDER PERSON 


- +. On your ig oe lst 


ive Whlone Whe e355 


BY THE SWEAT 
OF MY BROW 


This 83-year-old five-star traveling salesman reviews the hardships en- 
countered across 67 years of selling, until he became the sales manager of 
the biggest division of the biggest hardware firm in the world. 

It is not a ‘‘religious’’ book, but here is what one Preacher said about it: 


(past, present or future) 


“The story is fascinating and so holds the attention that one finds it dif- 
ficult to lay it down. The author has a great gift for wit and subtle humor and 
| know that readers will find many occasions to laugh with him. 

“Yet, is a moral to the 
story which all would do well to follow. Mr. Wheless 
shows us the honor and dignity of work, an idea which 


at the same time, there 


| fear is not accepted today as it was a generation 
Perhaps he did not think of it in this 
way, but | find in the book a powerful sermon which 
is aimed squarely at the needs of today. 


or more ago. 


For surely 
we need to re-emphasize the virtues of integrity, re- 
sourcefulness and honest labor. 


“This is a splendid and valuable service he has 
rendered the public.” 








His section was the Southeastern Division—which he worked week in 
and week out for the great Simmons Hardware Co. of St. Louis. 
Salesmen everywhere will be thrilled by his story. 
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Statement which he quoted that American 
Christianity tends to be earth-bound, that 
American Christians expect the Kingdom to 
come to the U. S. 

My reaction is, Why not? Unless the 
Kingdom of God comes on earth, our Lord 
did not treat us fairly when he taught his 
disciples to pray, ‘‘Thy Kingdom come .. . 


on earth.”’ 


I believe this is the sense of the 
granimar used in the prayer. 

Again, the only gospel preached and spoken 
of by our Lord is the gospel of the kingdom. 
Men are spending a lot of time preaching 
other gospels, many of them good in their 
place, but to Jesus the basic gospel is what 
he taught and preached—that with which he 





for the Master! 


availeth much.” 





An Opportunity 


For Every Church 


“ie i, re wal Vw 
Evangelistic Emphasis 


THE NINE-MONTH CHURCH YEAR 
IS CLOSING 


What better occasions during the year than the Birthday of the 
Christ and the beginning of the New Year to call people to enlist 


Suggestions for special emphasis: 


1. Solicit prayers of whole congregation. 
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 


2. Set as “Ingathering” days: 
Christmas Sunday—December 20 
Last Sunday of Year—December 27 
First Sunday of New Year—January 3 
3. Conduct classes on ‘What It Means To Be A Christian.” 
4. Plan lay-visitation contacts in reaching the unreached. 
5. Expect much from God—Attempt much for Him. 


DIVISION OF EVANGELISM, Board of Church Extension 
712 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia 
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~ GENUINE QUALITY CHURCH SEATING 





We Invite Your Inquiry 


GENUINE QUALITY in church pews em- 
braces design, material, and workman- 
ship. 


MANITOWOC SEATING 
most perfect development in pew en- 
gineering because it meets all the re- 
quirements of the perfect pew—com- 
fort, 


satisfactory service. 


represents the 


beauty, durability—for lasting 


Manitowoc Church Furniture Company 
is equipped to supply you with church 
seating of GENUINE QUALITY at the 
right price. 


+ 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO. Dept. Aq, Waukesha, Wis. 





sent the disciples forth, to preach that the 
Kingdom was at hand. He goes on then to 
tell them what they are to preach and to 
do to bring in the Kingdom. 

It is the neglect of these imperatives of 
our Lord that is largely responsible for the 
mess the world is in today. The song the 
angels sang on the night he was born, 
‘“‘Peace on earth, goodwill to men,”’ awaits 
on men, in obedience to their Lord, who | 
preach the gospel of the Kingdom of God on 
earth. } 

This does not detract from the fact that 
our Lord promised his disciples who had 
left anything for him, much in this world 
and in the world to come everlasting life, 
Our Lord's specific gospel is the only one 
that enables his disciples to get the best of 
both worlds. 

The Kingdom of God on earth is not an 
unreachable goal. It is of the very nature 
of the saving gospel of God. 

SAM HIGGINBOTTOM. 

Babson Park, Fla. 





Invitation to Preachers 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Unaccustomed as I am to writing letters 
“‘to the editors,’’ the article, Generals Aren’t 
the Only One That Mumble (by Kenneth J. 
Foreman in your Nov. 9 issue prompts me to 
quote Burns—or do I? 


O wad some power 
The giftie gie us (preachers) 
To HEAR ourselves 
As OUR MEMBERS hear us. 


Or was this said before by Homiletics? 
C. N. TROUTNER. 
Richmond, Va. 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 





Thousands More 
in Saying— 


Let Presbyterians Reunite* 


(Continued from last issue) 


John Mueller Geo. F. Totten 

Clark Bass Brinkley, Ark. ; 
Jas. D. Braly Frank G. Helm ' 
Dr. W. A. Hyde Nashville, Tenn. 

J. W. Logan 


John Olert, Jr. 


Dr. T. T. Montgomery St. Joseph, Mo 


Dr. Jas. D. Morrison ae 

Mrs. Van Williams H. Marvin Williams 

Priscilla Utterback Sutton, W. Va. 

Edith Hodgson, OPC Mr. & Mrs. Broward 
Durant, Okla. Miller 


Bushnell, Fla. 


J. Allen Anderson George Lang 


Mangum, Okla. Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Angus Gordon 
Bennett Bowling Green, Ky. 
Oklahoma City, Cyril Duncan 
Okla. Franklin, Ky. 
I IID vas caicderccanleicccnouarsstdcccsnasccice cgeocaocicsiensanel 


NTN TEE 


City, Zone, State ...... 





*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians 
Reunitel summarizing an editorial series, with 
more than 140 signatures, will be sent free of 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginio 
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Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
Dear Friends: 


Church. 


to be received? 


to come. 


through December 31. 


those for Christmas gifts. 





To the Ministers and Officers of the 


The Presbyterian Church, U. S., is unique in that it does not 
own or control a weekly church paper. Our church has felt through 
the years that this service could best be performed by independent 
church papers, privately owned and controlled but dedicated to the 
advancement of the Kingdom of God and serving the Presbyterian 


Again and again our General Assembly has urged Presbyte- 
rians to subscribe to and read a church paper. 
way for a Presbyterian to be fully informed about his church. 

The General Assembly always goes further than simply mak- 
ing such a statement. It sets aside a particular week for the pro- 
motion of church papers. That week this year is December 6-13. 

Will you not help your individual church and the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., by making a short appeal from the pulpit on Decem- 
ber 6, urging every family to subscribe to a church paper and pro- 
vide a way through the Women of the Church for the subscriptions 


Your cooperation in this enterprise will bring results for years 


Yours in His service, 


/s/ J. G. PATTON, Jr., Executive 
Secretary of the General Council. 


To encourage the fullest possible use of this opportunity. THE OUT- 
LOOK will continue the record-low introductory rate of $2 for a full year, 


This offer is good for all NEW (not renewed) subscriptions, including 
(See page 2.)—THE PUBLISHERS. 


There is no other 








Barnes Named Associate 
National Council Sec’y. 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Roswell P. 
Barnes of New York has been named to 
the second highest administrative post 
in the National Council of Churches, that 
of associate general secretary. 

The appointment was approved by the 
Council’s General Board here upon rec- 
ommendation of Roy G. Ross, who is 
succeeding Samuel McCrea Cavert as 
general secretary. Both appointments 
become effective on Feb, 1 when Dr. 
Cavert will become chief executive in 
the United States of the World Council 
of Churches. 

Dr. Barnes is presently executive sec- 
retary of the National Council’s Division 
of Christian Life and Work. 

He is a veteran figure in the interde- 
nominational movement among Ameri- 
can churches. An ordained minister of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, Dr. 
Barnes is a native of Council Bluffs, 
Iowa. 


Van Dusen Sees Unity 


In ‘Tidal Movement’ 


MONTREAL (RNS)—Christendom is 
closer to the ideal of unity than at any 
time in recent history, Henry P. Van 
Dusen, president of Union Theological 
Seminary, New York told the inaugural 
meeting of the Greater Montreal Coun- 
cil of Churches in Christ Church, Cathe- 
dral here. 


Dr. Van Dusen said a “tidal move- 
ment of Christian unity’’ is taking two 
paths. One is the organic union of 
churches, both on local and _ national 
levels, he said, and the other is the 
creation of federations or councils of 
churches. 


But he pointed out that this ecumeni- 
cal movement does not embrace ‘‘the 
largest and in many ways most power- 
ful’’ Christian group, the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, and said there was ‘‘not 
the slightest prospect’’ that it would. 


Nor does it embrace the Russian Or- 
thodox Church, he said. He stressed, 
however, that it includes nearly all 
Protestantism and some _ Orthodox 
Churches totaling 700,000,000 Christians. 


Dr. Van Dusen also observed that the 
ecumenical movement is still largely 
one of the church leaders rather than of 
the ‘‘rank and file’ at the grass-roots 
level. 


Moderator Sees 8 Weak Points 


The Assembly’s Moderator, Frank W. 
Price, sees signs of progress as he 
travels throughout the church. ‘En- 
couraging manifestations of this fact,’ 
he said, ‘‘are numerous.”’ 

Still, as he writes in his monthly Mod- 
erator’s Letter, ‘‘we must ever guard 
against complacency, pride and _ boast- 
ing. And we should face honestly any 
discouraging signs.”’ 

Since presbytery, synod and other 
meetings are too rushed for thoughtful 
consideration, Dr, Price urges that more 
informal gatherings, like conferences on 
evangelism and some of the retreats 
held for U. S. and USA ministers pro- 
vide for ‘‘frank discussion and united 
prayer about the inner life and spiritual 
vitality of our churches and church in- 
stitutions.”’ 

While he says “Thank God for any 
strong points our church may have; 


may we be sensitive also to all our 
‘weak points’ and failures and_ seek 


Gui’s grace and power in overcoming 
them.’’ 


Eight ‘‘Concerns”’ 


From these ‘‘concerns”’ or weak points 
he lists eight: 

1. An inadequate supply of ministers 
and 576 pastorless churches. 

2. The 29 per cent of all Southern 
Presbyterian churches reporting no ad- 
ditions by profession of faith last year. 

3. A decline of gifts to benevolences in 
proportion to current expenses, with cur- 
rent expenses now totaling more than 
three times the benevolences. 

4. Racial prejudice in many places, 
which restricts whole-hearted efforts in 
the field of Negro evangelism and serv- 
ice and which seriously impairs the tes- 
timony that our church should be mak- 








ing to democracy and Christian brother- 
hood in America. 

5. The danger of misrepresentations 
and intolerance and the lack of mutual 
love and trust, evident occasionally be- 
tween fellow-Christians in local churches, 
inside our own denomination, and within 
the larger Presbyterian family. 

6. The threat that extreme ‘‘activism”’ 
in some church programs presents to 
genuine growth in Christian knowledge 
and experience, 

7. The prevalence of ‘‘social drink- 
ing’’ in some Christian families. (The 
recent Yale studies conclude that be- 
tween 65 and 75 million Americans drink 
alcoholic beverages in some form on 
some occasions, including 4,000,000 alco- 
holics. The widespread and growing 
practice involves a considerable propor- 
tion of church members.) 

8. The relative weakness in our de- 
nomination’s appeal to lower-income 
groups, transient workers, and the labor 
union class. 

Since the old-time reports to presby- 
tery and other bodies on ‘“‘the state of 
religion’’ have fallen into disuse, the 
Moderator thinks they might be revived, 
‘‘not in the form of a single paper or 
address, but by special occasions set 
apart for group self-examination, prayers 
of penitence, and earnest rededication.”’ 


Through the Synods 


Dr. Price offers capsule comments on 
various activities observed in synod 
meetings which he has visited this fall: 

“Virginia: Elder and Moderator 
Francis P. Miller stepping ‘out of the 
box’ and delivering an impromptu and 
moving stewardship appeal to his synod, 
which ranks low in per capita giving, 
and the deep concern that all felt about 
this fact.’’ 

“Mississippi: Ninth synod in size in 
a State of low farm income, yet fifth 
in per capita giving and over its quota 
in the Program of Progress. ... A very 
conservative synod in theological and 
ecclesiastical matters, with warm evan- 
gelistic fervor and friendly spirit.’’ 

“Kentucky: A vigorous and forward- 
looking synod; joint meetings of U. S. 
and USA synods and synodicals for the 
past seven years. Two fine union insti- 
tutions, Louisville Seminary and Centre 
College.”’ 

“Alabama: A fine group of new young 
ministers in the synod and an impres- 
sive reception of all ministers who have 
joined the synod since the last meeting. 
A strong program for following-up Pres- 
byterian students in state colleges.”’ 

“Appalachia: A synod with splendid 
stewardship record, leading the General 
Assembly in benevolences and now plan- 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering the question here from a radio-telephone panel are Jos. L. Auten, 


Lakeside church; Clayton C. Crawford, Forest Hill church; and James E. Bear, 


Union Seminary, all of Richmond, Va. 


A SUCCESSFUL MAN 


What do you think is a really suc- 
cessful man? 


AUTEN: A really successful man, 
according to the teaching of all the 
Scripture and the teaching of our daily 
experience of living and according to 
my experience, is a God-led man. A 
successful man is one who at the end of 
any day can feel that he has lived that 
day according to the will of God for 
him as he faced the situations, as he 
met the problems, as he lived the life 
that he was called upon to live that day. 
I think the reason we disagree some- 
times on what success might be is that 
we accept lesser goals. Some man may 
have set a goal to make a million dol- 
lars, others have set a goal to provide 
certain material comforts and necessi- 
ties of life and then retire, They acquire 
these things or these positions, or the 
power perhaps that they have as a goal, 
and then they find that they do not bring 
happiness. Elijah was that way. Elijah 
was called of God to lead Israel in a 
great fight against idolatry. He won 
that great victory on Mt, Carmel, you 


6 


remember, but Elijah wasn’t successful 
and happy afterwards. He was the 
most discouraged man in the world. He 
was ready to quit. He told God he 
might as well take him home because 
he was all alone. Elijah needed to feel 
at the end of the day of his discourage- 
ment that he had followed God’s will, 
and no matter what the consequences, 
what the result of the event, he was a 
successful man. Success then is being 
God-led day by day. 


CRAWFORD: Don’t you think maybe 
the world has had the wrong yardstick 
for success for a long time? I notice, 
even among ministers, so often the suc- 
cess of a minister is determined by the 
size of his church, or the amount of 
salary that he gets. Don’t you think 
that the world has somewhat lost its 
sense of proportion when we think of 
the success or failure of a man’s life? 

BEAR: I think you are certainly 
right that success depends upon whether 
a man can face his own conscience and 
can face his God with a clear conscience. 
When a man can do that at the end of 
the day, then it is my feeling that that 
man is a success. 





ning a_ $1,000,000 
College.’’ 

“Arkansas: A very homogeneous and 
harmonious synod. Fine progress of 
Arkansas College under President Paul 
McCain and campaign for one half-mil- 
lion realized. Good Men’s Work pro 
gram and an electric report by its chair- 
man to the synod. Efficient synod’s gen- 
eral council.”’ 

“Florida: Crowded docket and attend- 
ance good to the end. Unusually large 
number of outstanding ministers and 
laymen. Problems of church growth in 
a state of rapidly increasing population, 
with tourists and visitors now exceeding 
the resident population.”’ 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Edgar A. Woods, Graham, N. C., will 
become pastor of the Rivermont church, 
Lynchburg, Va., in January. 

J. W. Walkup from the Dunean and 
Highland churches, Greenville, S. C., to 
the Glenn Springs church, Pauline, S. C. 

George B. Williams, Jr., chaplain, 
from Valdosta, Ga., to 108 Beaufort Dr., 
Havelock, N. C, 

G. William Ingram from Blackey, Ky., 
to Cromona, Ky. 

W. A. Nicholson from McClellanville, 
S. C., to Belhaven, N, C. 

Joel B. Whitten, Jr., Pulaski, Va., has 
been called to the Knox church, Norfolk, 
Va, 

H. Keith Hill, formerly of Albany, Ga., 
is now pastor of the First church, Win- 
chester, Ky. 

Ira B. Watson, Jr., has been released 
to inactive duty from the Navy Chap- 
laincy and will be at 4108 Wolcott Ave., 


campaign for King 








DEATHS 

Conway T. Wharton, 63, died Dec. 3 in 
Ballinger, Texas, where he had been 
pastor for the past three years. Dr, and 
Mrs. Wharton served in the Belgian 
Congo 1915-28 and 1944-49. Pastorates 
served were in Austin and Sherman, 
Texas. During the past year the Whar- 
tons were serving as technical advisers 
in the filming of ‘‘The White Witch Doc- 
tor,’’ by Louise Stinetorf. 

Richard K. Davenport, 67, formerly 
evangelist for the Synod of North Caro- 
lina, died suddenly at his home in 
Greensboro, N. C., Nov. 11. He was 
pastor of the North Vanguard church, 
Raleigh, N. C., before taking the evan- 
gelistic work in 1937. 

William Wirt Akers, 83, died in a Gas- 
tonia, N, C., hospital Nov. 29. He had 
been in declining health for three 
months. Dr. Akers was pastor of the 
West Avenue church, Charlotte, N. C., 
from 1929 until his retirement in 1941. 
Since that time he lived in Gastonia. 
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@ A Protestant minister’s freedom to preach depends on 
laymen understanding how they protect that freedom 


Keep Your Pulpit Free 


HE NEW CHURCH was beginning to 
give promise of the beautiful thing it 
was to be, and the congregation was 
becoming enthusiastic over the prospect 
of occupying it in the early fall. But 
the finance committee was face to face 
with an extremely difficult set of facts. 
Within the space of the next two weeks 
they expected to run out of money, and 
unless some arrangement could be made 
whereby more cash could be made avail- 
able the work would have to stop. The 
congregation was made up almost en- 
tirely of working people. There were 
no rich men among them, and few who 
were in business for themselves. 


The pledges they had made were all 
good and would be paid eventually, 
but working people cannot produce 
large amounts of cash on short notice. 


After a prolonged session it was finally 
agreed that an effort should be made to 
float a short-term loan at one of the 
banks of the city, and because the presi- 
dent of the Board of Trustees was well 
acquainted with the president of one of 
the big banks he was assigned to open 
the first negotiations. 

Some days later the loan officer of the 
bank arrived at the half-finished build- 
ing for the purpose of inspecting the 
property. After looking it over carefully 
he said to the layman, ‘‘You have a 
valuable building here, and it is well 
worth the loan for which you are asking. 
Iam ready to say it is a good risk, and 
I think our committee will agree to the 
loan of the $100,000, but I am very sure 
there will be one condition attached 
to it.’’ 

“IT am glad you think the property is 
worth it,’’ the white-haired old president 
of the board said, ‘‘but we would like to 
know what the condition is going to be.”’ 

“Well, it is simply this,’’ the bank 
Officer replied. ‘‘You have a young 
preacher who has been saying a lot of 
wild things around this town. He went 
out the other day and made a speech 
to a lot of strikers. I do not know what 
he said, and it makes no difference. He 
was showing his sympathy in the wrong 
Place. If we make this loan we will 
have to have your assurance that your 
board will do something to control the 
young man and shut his mouth on sub- 
jects about which he has no business 
talking.”’ 


“We'll Look Elsewhere”’ 
The venerable old president of the 
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By ROY L. SMITH 


trustees, with a wry smile on his face, 
turned as if about to go. He seemed to 
be closing the conversation. Then he 
hesitated, turned back to the bank of- 
ficer and said, ‘‘Under those conditions I 
guess we will have to look elsewhere for 
the money. You see, we asked the 
young man to be our preacher because 
we thought he had a conscience. We 
know he is young and rather inexperi- 
enced, but we have found him to be 
sincere and honest. He says some things 
from the pulpit with which we disagree 
completely. But we think he has the 
right to say them if he believes them, 
just as we have the right to disagree if 
we think he is wrong. He admits our 
right and we concede him his rights. 
For that reason we never have any 
trouble. 


“But just because we think he is hon- 
est, and because we have heard him say 
things which we have been sure God 
laid upon his heart, we would be very 
much afraid to try to shut his mouth 
lest we might close his mouth on some- 
thing God was trying to say to us. We 
propose to let him say it and then we 
will judge it. You see, if we shut his 
mouth on the things we disagree about, 
we might sometime shut his mouth on 


God and that would be a very serious 
matter, we think. 


‘“‘No, I guess we will have to get our 
money from some source that does not 
ask us to run the risk of shutting 
God’s mouth when we silence our 
preacher.”’ 


“T am afraid you do not understand 
me,”’ the bank officer said, just a little 
afraid he had offended a good customer. 
“T didn’t mean to suggest that you shut 
your preacher’s mouth on anything spir- 
itual. I only think you ought to tell him 
to keep out of economic affairs. Just 
keep him to _ spiritual matters, you 
know.”’ 

‘Yes,’’ the old layman said, ‘‘I think I 
understood you all right. I am afraid 
that is the trouble; I understood you too 
well. You wanted us to put a curb on 
our preacher. But we know what it will 
do to all of him if we curb him any- 
where. We are not willing to run that 
risk. It would cost us too much peace 
of mind. If he submitted to the curbing 
we would never know how much of the 
will of God he was concealing. We may 
have to listen to a lot of things with 
which we disagree, but that is the price 
we are willing to pay in order that we 
may know for a certainty that God can 





‘ECUMENICAL’ HAS COME TO STAY 


By W. A. VISSER 'T HOOFT* 


"TWFVWHE TERM ecumenical has appar- 

ently come to stay. It is generally 
agreed that the word creates difficulties 
for the tongue, for the eye and for the 
mind of those who have not become ac- 
customed to it. But it seems that no 
other word exists which can express the 
specific ethos of the movement for unity 
and co-operation of churches and Chris- 
tians which has grown up during the 
last forty years. 

Why was the word successful in spite 
of its defects? I see the following four 
reasons: 

In the first place, the ecumenical 
movement represents a new approach 
to the problem of the division of the 
church. A word was needed which was 
not so burdened with specific historical 


*General Secretary, World Council of 
Churches, Geneva, Switzerland. 


associations as to make it unacceptable 
to a large part of Christendom and 
which had not been appropriated by any 
confession as its specific title. 

In the second place, the term had a 
venerable history behind it and had been 
used in one way or another in all parts 
of Christendom. Our survey of its his- 
tory has shown that contributions to this 
meaning and use have been made by 
many different Christian traditions, 

In the third place, its meaning had 
not become so fixed that it could not 
receive the new content given to it by 
the pioneers of the modern ecumenical 
movement. 

In the fourth place, it could be used 
to embrace at one and the same time 
the truths that the Church of Christ is 
world-wide, supra-national, supra-racial, 
that it is essentially one and that this 
oneness contains a variety of gifts. 








get through to us through him when it 
is necessary.”’ 

That honored old layman had arrived 
at a basic Protestant position. 


A diligent preacher can make a 
pulpit great, but only great laymen 
can keep that pulpit free. 


The late Ernest Fremont Tittle made 
a great reputation for himself as a 
preacher in the pulpit of First Meth- 
odist Church, Evanston, but the credit 
for keeping that pulpit a free pulpit 
must go to the courageous laymen of 
the congregation who held out against 
the pressure groups who insisted that he 
must be curbed. It happened many 
times that some of his strongest laymen 
took a position entirely contrary to that 
taken by their famous pastor, but they 
never allowed it to frighten them into 
shackling the pulpit. 

On one occasion the official board of 
First Church, Evanston, was importuned 
to ‘‘do something,’’ and the patriotic or- 


Of Whom Shall I Be 


(Continued from last week) 


HE CATALOGUE is long, and could 

be longer. The danger is that such a 
spirit moves in ever-widening, concen- 
tric circles until at the end every man 
tends to regard himself as the only au- 
thority on what is 100 per cent Ameri- 
canism. Minorities which stand to lose 
most by intolerance are inclined to join 
the pack. The Catholics want to pre- 
vent the showing of ‘‘The Miracle.” 
Jewish groups don’t like ‘“‘Oliver Twist’’ 
and ‘‘The Merchant of Venice.’’ The 
N.A.A.C.P. tries to suppress ‘‘The Birth 
of a Nation’”’ and ‘‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’’; 
a Negro bishop protests ‘“‘Green Pas- 
tures.” The American Legion tries to 
prevent performances of ‘‘The Death of 
a Salesman” because its author was 
listed in Red Channels. 

The mood to dictate to other peoples 
what their rights and their standards 
of culture shall be is a by-product of the 
spirit of which I have talked. It could 
be wished that all such gestures would 
have as ridiculous a denouement as the 
McCarthy-inspired ban on Russian works 
on the Voice of America. Edward Bar- 
rett, lately the able director of the In- 
ternational Information program, says 
that in late March of this year a Voice 
of America producer asked the librarian 
for a recording of the ‘‘Son of India,”’ 
to be played upon the request of some 
Indians. The record was not available, 


*Publisher, Louisville Courier-Journal. 
Mr. Ethridge delivered this address at 


Kentucky State College. 


ganization which did the importuning 
was very insistent. But when they had 
presented their case one of the most 
conservative and economically powerful 
laymen said, in effect, ‘‘I am opposed to 
any proposal to silence our preacher. I 
am in favor of any proposal which will 
announce that we disagree with him, 
but my right to disagree depends upon 
my willingness to defend his right to 
say what is on his mind. I am sure 
enough of my own position that I am not 
afraid when he expresses his.”’ 


In the Current Hysteria 


There is a very grave danger that 
Protestant laymen will be swept off 
their feet by the current hysteria and in 
trying to defend their position (which 
has many points in its favor) will de- 
stroy the freedom of their pulpit upon 
which the genius of Protestantism de- 
pends. Some preachers are saying fool- 
ish things, and some laymen are taking 
great offense. 


By MARK ETHRIDGE* 


the librarian explained, ‘‘because you 
see, it’s by Rimsky-Korsakov, and we’re 
supposed not to use anything by Rus- 
sians.”’ 


These Are Evil Consequences 


A good many of these silly things fall 
of their own weight, but the result is 
not always happy. I should like to set 
down some of the evil consequences of 
the manifestations of the moment and 
relate them to their spiritual cousins 
whose names the world has come to 
know with loathing : 

(1) We have magnified the atmosphere 
of tension, anxiety and insecurity by en- 
couraging an informer system which is 
close to the Nazi and Communist cell 
systems. 

(2) We have resorted to subtle and 
open methods of repression which be- 
come totalitarian states but degrade a 
free nation. If every man’s house is 
his own castle, every man’s mind and 
soul are the sine qua non of his own 
dignity. 

(3) We have introduced fear of each 
other as an element of American life, 
where Americans have always been 
known by other peoples of the world as 
open-hearted, naively trustful creatures, 
an indictment in which we should have 
some pride, because we do believe in 
the natural goodness of man, 


(4) We have tended to subscribe to the 
“gleichshaltung’’ which Hitler tried to 





But if the pulpit of Protestantism ig 
to be true to its heritage it must re. 
main unshackled. 


The only thing more terrible than 
listening to a preacher who says things 
with which we disagree, would be to sit 
and listen to a preacher who we were 
sure was concealing from us truths we 
might need to hear. A man who can be 
terrorized on one subject cannot be 
trusted to declare the mind of God on 
any subject. 


The free pulpit of Protestantism is one 
of the most holy works the laymen of 
the church have ever achieved. They 
made it free, and they are the ones to 
keep it free. 


‘‘Who knoweth but that thou art come 
to the kingdom for just such a time as 
this?’’ 


—Reprinted, by permission, from The Methodist Lay. 
man, 740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. Official organ of 
Methodist Men. 


Afraid? 


achieve: that molding into one form the 
thoughts of all people. 


The cult of the gleichshaltungers in 
this country is that vast body which 
can define—always in its owns terms— 
a 100 per cent American. 


(5) We have violated the British- 
American concept of justice by taking 
short cuts, such as the recent loyalty 
program; by torturing the doctrine of 
clear and present danger by hit-and- 
run character assassination, of which 
McCarthy and Jenner are expert prac- 
titioners; by using the power of legis- 
lators to intimidate in secret sessions 
and by the denial of counsel in what 
have been converted from legislative in- 
quiries to judicial proceedings. 

(6) We have adopted the Big Lie tech- 
nique of Goebbels in too many instances, 
particularly those in which Senator Mc- 
Carthy figures. The State Department 
is not guiltless of that in the Mildred 
McAfee Horton case. It has wilted so 
often under frowns from the Hill that 
none of us knows who is really the au- 
thor of Foggy Bottom policy or the judge 
of the fitness of State Department em- 
ployes. By some people the present 
period is known as the McCarthy inter- 
regnum as Secretary of State. 

(7) We have been guilty of anti-in- 
tellectualism. We ban the books of those 
who do not write to formula and deny 
admission to those scientists and artists 
whose political standards do not con- 
form to our own. The Council of the 
American Association for the Advance- 
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ment of Science, in December of last 
year, issued this warning: 

“The Council is profoundly disturbed 
over the present world conditions which 
so severely impede the free exchange 
of knowledge even among friendly na- 
tions. Danger to the future of our na- 
tion is implicit in such restrictions. The 
Council recognizes the need for meas- 
ures which will effectively safeguard our 
security, but expresses its troubled con- 
cern over the manner in which such 
measures, in particular the McCarran 
Act, are being administered, to prohibit 
American citizens from going abroad 
and citizens of other nations from com- 
ing here to interchange knowledge of 
science which does not affect security.”’ 


We are inclined to forget that the 
atom bomb, our strongest weapon, was 
the product of many minds, among the 
more responsible for its success being 
Einstein and Meitner, German refugees; 
Fermi, an Italian; and Niels Bohr, a 
Dane. We are likely to forget the en- 
richment which our culture has sus- 
tained through those who fled authori- 
tarianism and came here because they 
could work in a free atmosphere. 


The Klan Spirit 


(8) It is a manifestation of the 
night rider and the Klan spirit when 
we undertake to stifle dissent. It is a 
betrayal of the central core of our po- 
litical genius: the right to dissent. We 
gave the world, in our own Revolution, 
the finest justification for it. We set a 
great part of the world free because it 
followed our example and_ dissented. 
Our genius has been revolutionary. Our 
production line is a revolt against the 
ancient guilds; our distribution system 
is a revolt against the country store. 
Every invention which has _ increased 
the productive capacity of man, swiftened 
his travel, lightened the burden of the 
housewife is a revolt against ancient 
methods. Why are we so blind that we 
will not see that the most precious 
heritage we have, in the field of ideas 
as well as in the field of industry, is 
the spirit that has cast out, pioneering 
and unafraid? 


And yet, it is true that some of our 
most successful business men, who 
spend millions a year on research for 
new methods and new ideas to im- 
prove their gadgets, help finance or- 
ganizations which are designed to keep 
us in a rigid mould of thought and of 
culture. 


(9) We have narrowed the limits of 
academic freedom. The word liberal 
has become ‘‘a poisonous word’’ to many 
potential employers, who regard the lib- 
eral graduate as an ‘‘obstructionist’’ and 
“organizer against the interests of the 
employers.’’ It is unfortunately true 
that too many people in the business 
world are looking for neatly-turned-out 
little robots who will have no disturbing 
ideas. 


DECEMBER 14, 1953 


Personally, if my children had left 
college subscribing to the pattern of 
civilization as they found it upon grad- 
uation, with no passion to change any 
of it, I would have considered them in- 
tellectual morons and spiritual paupers. 

And, if any members of the Negro 
race so felt, they would betray every 
man and every movement which has 
sought to remove the stigma of ‘‘second- 
class citizen.”’ 


Thought-Control Spreads 


But it is not solely against the grad- 
uate that the thumb is turned. Robert 
Hutchins, former president of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, says that ‘The 
miasma of thought control that is now 
spreading over this country is the great- 
est menace to the United States since 
Hitler.’’ 

Some colleges have made a cowardly 
surrender to pressure; others, like Har- 
vard, have made manly stands in ac- 
cord with ancient and decent traditions. 
The college that suffers its professors 
to be punished because they are liberal, 
as opposed to Communists, is not worthy 
the name of an educational institution. 
This would be a poor country indeed if 
the college professor, free from the 
routine and demands of the business 
world, were not able to project his 
thoughts and his ideas beyond the grub- 
worm’s eye view that most of us, bound 
by routines, do get. When we make 
them fearful to have their political ideas 
and to express them in their proper 
places, we breed that fear which, as 
Brandeis said, ‘‘Breeds repression, which 
in turn breeds hate, which in turn men- 
aces stable government.”’ 


We stifle the creative force of ideas 
by which we have become great; we 
make hacks of men and women whom 
we trust to train and stimulate the 
minds of our children, 


(10) The final, and most deadly prod- 
uct of our internal mood is the effect 
it has upon foreigners, looking at us. 
Everybody in the free world knows that 
if there is a shield against Soviet Russia, 
we are it; everybody knows that unless 
we are able to turn aside the heretofore 
inexorable force of history that when two 
nations of such power as Russia and 
the United States face each other in con- 
tention there will be war. In such a 
situation our greatest need is to exercise 
the leadership with which we are en- 
dowed and summon to our side in all 
confidence all those of like mind and 
like determination. But, if we are 
afraid, if we are divided internally, if 
we lack and fail to assert determination 
to remain free, if we have grown weary 
in expanding freedom for others and 
are set upon whittling away our own, 
the world will not rally to us. 


One Way to Be Conquered 


Edward Crankshaw sounded an elo- 
quent warning, in his recent Cracks in 
the Kremlin Wall, when he said: 


“I can think of only one way in which 
the Kremlin may still conquer us, and 
that without war. It is by so frightening 
us (but it is we who allow ourselves to 
be frightened) that for fear of the enemy 
within we transform our own society 
imperceptibly into an apparatus of to- 
talitarianism indistinguishable from the 
society of Soviet Russia—a system which 
may not be criticized, whether the British 
parliamentary system or the American 
way of life, for fear of damaging national 
unity, the unity of the grave; a system 
in which the bully and the corrupt may 
not be denounced or the underdog up- 
lifted because nobody will dare risk be- 
ing called a Red.”’ 


In closing may I quote a paragraph 
from Bernard DeVoto: 


‘I like a country where it’s nobody’s 
‘ . business what magazines anyone 
reads, what he thinks, whom he has cock- 
tails with. I like a country where we do 
not have to stuff the chimney against list- 
ening ears and where what we say does 
not go into the FBI files along with a 
note from S-17 that I may have another 
wife in California. I like a country 
where no college-trained flatfeet collect 
memoranda about us and ask judicial 
protection for them, a country where 
when someone makes statements about 
us to officials he can be held to account. 
We had that kind of country only a little 
while ago and I’m for getting it back. 
It was a lot less scared than the one 
we've got now. It slept sound no mat- 
ter how many people joined Communist 
reading circles and it put common scolds 
to the ducking stool. Let’s rip off the 
gingerbread and restore the original. 


I repeat the question: ‘‘Of whom shall 


I be afraid?’’ 


Left out last week... 


In some unfortunate manner the fol- 
lowing conclusion was lost from last 
week’s article, A Moral Issue, dealing 
with segregation in the public schools. 
You may wish to clip these two para- 
graphs and add them to the abrupt end- 
ing on page 7 of the Dec. 7 issue: 


In a real sense, then, the church is on 
trial during these days of national de- 
cision. How great is the church? How 
great is the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States? Known as a denomina- 
tion which has championed the cause of 
human freedom, because God is sover- 
eign of all, we as Presbyterians are 
being tested at this time. 

God help us to measure up to his de- 
mands upon us! 











we resbuteri; 
Outlook | 


Established 1819 


AUBREY N. BROWN 
Editor 
ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Co-Editor 
JAMES S. BROWN 
Business Manager 
J. M. Alexander J. A. Maclean, Jr. 
Wm. Crowe, Jr. Russell C. Stroup 
K. J. Foreman Holmes Rolston 
J. H. Marion, Jr. J. N. Thomas 
Mrs. Alexander Maitland 
Contributing Editors 
Wallace M. Alston Charles L. King 
H. Ray Anderson Laurence F. Kinney 
Jesse H. Baird Albert Kissling 
Frank H. Caldwell Julian Price Love 
McAlister Carson Wilbur LaRoe, Jr. 





S. A. Cartledge F. L. McCluer 

J. Harry Cotton R. J. McMullen 

J. R. Cunningham P. D. Miller 

J. Blanton Belk J. J. Murray 
Marion A. Boggs C. Ellis Nelson 

J. S. Bonnell Stuart R. Oglesby 
Wm. M. Boyce E. B. Paisley 


Subscription—$4.00 a year 
Editorial and Business Offices 
Dial 2-9492—Night 4-5554 
1 North 6th Street, Richmond 19, Virginia 


Associate Editors 
Mrs. Andrew Dale S. J. Patterson, Jr. 
C. Grier Davis Frank W. Price 
D. H. Edington W. E. Price 
W. M. Elliott, Jr. J. A. Redhead, Jr. 
R. A. Farnsworth Lewis J. Sherrill 


B. Frank Hall George Summey 
Mrs. E. F. Horine Graves H. Thompson 
Hlion T. Jones Charles J. Turck 











EDITORIAL 


Union Could Never 
Be This Bad! 


If the worst possible results that are 
imagined by the opponents of Presby- 
terian reunion came to pass, they could 
not match some of the unfortunate re- 
sults of the present effort to keep our 
church from the long-delayed re-estab- 
lishment of our part of the Household of 
Faith. 

If that appears to be an extreme as- 
sertion, look, if you will, at some of the 
appeals that are being made, some of 
the impulses that are being stirred by 
opponents of union. 

The letter from Mr. Emurian on page 
two describes one phase of this attack. 
Here is a new church of 74 members, 
only eight of whom were former Pres- 
byterians. What earthly reason can 
there be for poisoning their minds 
against other kinds of Presbyterians in 
this country? Why should this congre- 
gation be stirred up to believe all man- 
ner of evil against some who bear the 
name of the church they have gladly 
and enthusiastically chosen for them- 
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where our leaders agreed not to make 
different brands of Presbyterians among 
those who had no background or taste 
or reason for it.) 

But see also in the printed matter 
and in some of the debates on the ques- 
tion of union what is being done. The 
basic appeal made in most cases is just 
as if there had never been a Christian 
gospel. Men and women are urged to 
measure the proposed union in terms of 
the grossest self-interest. They are ex- 
horted on the basis of... 


I - MY - MINE - ME - WE 
OUR - OURS - US! 


—just as if there were no gospel of 
salvation to lift us out of our base self- 
ishness. 

They are told, without the slightest 
basis of fact... 

“We will lose control of our prop- 
erty...” 

“Our churches, colleges, seminaries 
will be taken from us and given to the 
‘Northern’ (note that prejudicial word 
used wherever possible) church . . .”’ 

“They do not give as much as we 
es.." 

“‘A few men are in control. They will 
control and we will lose our voice , . .”’ 

‘“‘We will be swallowed-up and then 
the new church will be absorbed by a 
big new church—including (underscored) 
two Negro churches!’’ (Overlooking the 
fact that Negroes are a part of our 
church now and we have just completed 
a $2,000,000 effort to try to win more 
Negroes to Christ through our church.) 

“Union is being forced on us!’’ (Neg- 
lecting to show that the committee which 
represents the synods has consistently 
voted 15-2 for union, that this effort in 
its present phase is 16 years old and 
that the General Assembly on every oc- 
casion, by increasingly large votes, has 
refused to restrict the movement to- 
ward union. Thousands of ministers 
and elders have composed these Assem- 
blies through these years, representing 
every interest and section of our church. 
Increasingly the proportion of the min- 
isters and the other leadership of the 
church favors union, making even the 
opponents admit that union is bound to 
come eventually.) 

With such appeals to prejudice being 
made, with low motives being inspired, 
with unworthy arguments being encour- 
aged by the use of misleading figures,* 





the results in the lives of our people can 
be disastrous. 

We have pointed out earlier in these 
columns that you cannot stimulate such 
reactions now and stop them in mid. 
1955 whether union is approved or not. 

You cannot get a man to respond 
selfishly today and hope to get him to 
respond unselfishly tomorrow, The seeds 
of prejudice and self-interest and sus- 
picion and Pharisaism bear a long and 
bitter fruit, and if union is defeated by 
such means then the loss will be far 
more tragic than the worst possible re- 
sults feared by those who oppose union 
if it should come. 

It would be a disastrous price to pay 
—it is disastrous now, because these 
things are being done, these appeals are 
being made and the response in terms 
of I, MY, MINE, ME, WE, OUR, OURS, 
US are too obvious to be overlooked. 

It is to be hoped that the leaders 
among those who oppose union will come 
to see this and will help to lift the de- 
bate of some of their rank-and-file mem- 
bers to a worthier plane. 


Missionary Story 


Not only will the friends and acquaint- 
ances of the Frank A. Browns be inter- 
ested in his book which pays tribute to 
the life of his wife, but many another 
will find insights into the missionary’s 
experience that will bring courage and 
inspiration, 


Charlotte Brown, A Mother in China,* 
is a labor of love by one of our finest 
missionaries, now a patient in the U. S. 
Hospital, Carville, La., where orders 
are received for forwarding to Nashville. 


It is an uplifting story of devoted serv- 
ice which will help missions and mis- 
sionaries to be better understood by all 
who read it. 

*1.50. 


Social Progress 


The December issue of Social Prog- 
ress is a joint effort of Presbyterians, 
U. S. and USA, featuring ‘‘Our Presby- 
terian Tradition in Social Witness.’’ 


Copies have been sent to ministers 
and many others but if you do not have 
one you may send 15c to Social Prog- 
ress, 830 Witherspoon Bldg., Philadel- 
phia 7. 





selves? (The same sort of thing was 
long ago overcome on the mission fields 

*Such charts and figures, for instance, 
as those that are designed to prove that 
the USA church is not concerned for a 
missionary and evangelistic program. 
One area in our church is chosen for 
comparative statistics but a synod like 
Missouri or Oklahoma is not chosen 


where the story is exactly the reverse. 
Or per capita giving is used as a sup- 
posed measure of spirituality or evan- 
gelistic concern. Suppose the figures 
are comparable (which is extremely 
doubtful), you can prove that nine (9) 
of our synods are “‘unsound”’ or ‘‘un- 
concerned’’ because they give less than 
the Assembly’s average. 
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MR. BOYNTON AND MR. PEEPERS 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“If our gift is preaching, let us preach 
to the limit of our vision. If it is ser- 
ving others let us concentrate on our 
service; if it is teaching let us give 
all we have to our teaching.”—Romans 
12:6,7, Phillips. 


WO CHARACTERS seen weekly on 
yale have the same profession: 
Mr. Boynton and Mr. Peepers. They 
both teach biology in high school; but 
there the resemblance ends. It is true 
they are only shadow-people, figments 
of more or less imaginative _ script- 
writers’ minds. All the same, they are 
transcripts from life. Everyone who 
knows teachers is acquainted with the 
two types. 

Mr. Boynton we know as a teacher 
only because we see him around a 
school. He seldom if ever is seen in 
his classroom; all we hear of his labora- 
tory is his cages. If we were not told 
that he is a teacher, and specifically a 
teacher of biology, we should hardly 
guess it. He might just as well be teach- 
ing Latin or manual training. We feel 
that if he has any interest in biology it 
is well concealed. He looks capable of 
earning a better salary otherwise, and 
he himself often thinks about this. There 
seems to be no reason why he should 
stick to teaching except that the author 
of the farce has to keep him in it, play- 
ing Li'l] Abner to Miss Brooks’s Daisy 
Mae. 


He is a fine figure of a man, but one 
suspects the boys and girls would pre- 
fer the mousy Mr. Peepers after all. 


For Mr. Peepers, on the other hand, 
would scarcely be imaginable except as 
a teacher. He very plainly likes it. Like 
Mr. Boynton, he too is seen chiefly in 
his hours of leisure; but unlike Mr. 
Boynton, his profession stays with him. 
He does not want to shake it, he loves 
it. He likes boys and girls even when 
they annoy hirn. And he teaches at the 
drop of a hat. He seizes on every op- 
portunity to explain things to anyone 
he thinks can take it, and to some he 
knows cannot. 

Mr. Boynton’s profession is something 
stuck on him like a ready-made suit 
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which someone else picked out for him. 
Mr. Peepers’ profession fits him pre- 
cisely, like a suit made to his own order. 
You feel that people who had known 
Mr. Boynton a long time say, ‘Yes, I 
have been with him off and on for 
months, but I never did hear him say 
what he works at.’’ But if anyone had 
been with Mr. Peepers for one evening, 
he would tell you, ‘‘I’ll bet that man’s 
a teacher . . . and I'd love to take one 
of his courses, only I’m afraid he would 
convert me to liking the stuff.’’ 


NE NIGHT on the porch Mr. Peep- 

ers and some of his friends were 
interrupted every few moments by a 
terrifying sound like a small bombing 
plane. Presently the noise turned out 
to be one of those horrifying super-in- 
sects twice the size of a grasshopper. 
Everyone dashed in through the door— 
all but Mr. Peepers. The Thing alighted 
on his coat; whereon he took out his 
magnifying glass, turned it on the crea- 
ture, smiled a smile of recognition, and 
began calmly to explain its nature and 
habits. Had Mr. Boynton been present, 
one feels he would have joined the others 
in putting a door between himself and 
that horrid bug. 

On another evening Mr. Peepers and 
his charming friend Nancy in driving 
to a party were dreadfully late because 
midway of their journey through a coun- 
try lane they stopped the car, got out, 
sat on the running board and listened 
to the crickets for the better part of an 
hour. 

One cannot imagine Mr. Boynton list- 
ening to crickets, not even to the rarest 
varieties, not even in company with our 
Miss Brooks. Mr. Boynton teaches what 
he is assigned to teach; Mr. Peepers 
teaches what he dearly loves. 


It is no wonder that Mr. Boynton 
often thinks how nice it would be to 
be doing something else. Such a 
thought seems never to cross Mr. 
Peepers’ mind. 


Mr. B. and Mr. P. never thought to 
pose together for a parable; but such 
they are. They are a challenge and a 
warning to all young people thinking 
about what to do for a living. They 
illustrate the point that ‘‘what to do for 
a living’ is the wrong way to go about 
it in the first place. ‘‘What to do for 
a life’ is more like it. 

Mr. Peepers’ life and vocation are 
all of one piece. Mr. Boynton’s life has 
little if any relation to his vocation. 
When Mr. Peepers goes into his class- 
room it is no particular strain, he just 
goes on being himself. When Mr. Boyn- 
ton goes into a classroom one can hardly 
think of it as his; it belongs to the 
school, he is only a hired man. He picks 
up the chalk (we imagine—we never 
have seen him do it) as a casual laborer 
on the railroad might pick up the shovel 
he laid down the afternoon before. What 
Mr. Boynton’s joy in life may be it’s 
hard to say, but it is hardly in his work. 


THER THINGS being equal, the best 

teacher is not the one who teaches 
because it is respectable, or from a 
sense of public duty, or in order to have 
afternoons free (!) or for the pay check 
(and if that is the only incentive, then 
you are crazy). 

The best teacher is the one who 
practically has to be gagged to keep 
him from teaching. 

So it is with any job in the world. 
Whether you are teacher or traffic man- 
ager, farmer or pharmacist, lawyer or 
linotype operator, poet or pilot or 
preacher, you will be happiest and in 
the long run most successful at what 
expresses yourself most naturally—in 
that line of work where you will not have 
to be two personalities, one on the job 
and one off, but where all your natural 
capacities and enjoyments and enthusi- 
asms do not have to be checked in the 
locker with your street clothes but can 
be kept right with you while you work. 

Even preachers. . . . But every Rev. 
Mr. Peepers who reads this will be 
capable of making his own parable. The 
Rev. Mr. Boynton will have to wait till 
he gets it ready-cooked in a Treasury 
of Sermon Illustrations. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Queens College Is 
Added to AAUW List 


North Carolina News Letter 





Queens College in Charlotte has been 
added to the list of institutions ap- 
proved by the American Association of 
University Woman, according to recent 
announcements. Alumnae and future 


graduates with approved diplomas may 
now join AAUW chapters throughout 
the country. . . . The number of “pat- 
rons” of Queens will be appreciably 
enlarged if current plans are success- 


Belluaen College 





Fully accredited Liberal Arts College for women. 
Ideally located in Mississippi's historic and pro- 
gressive capital city, an educational and cultural 
center, 
boating, swimming, tennis and golf. Combines 
highest academic standards with emphasis upon 
vocational training in Teaching, Business, Religious 
Education, Recreational Leadership, Homemaking, 
Music, Art and Speech. Total cost for session: 
$800.00. 


ae Dr. G. T. Gillespie, President 


mer nese. a Write for Catalog TODAY/ 


ful. A “patron” is someone who makes 
an annual gift of $100 or more. Trustees 
of the college are seeking to enroll 
patrons from their respective com- 
munities in the two Carolinas. Last 
year this group contributed $6,500 and 
the present goal is $10,000. 


L. Richardson Will 
Makes $375,000 Bequest 


A bequest of $375,000 to the Richard- 
son Foundation, an educational and 
philanthropic fund established by the H. 
Smith and Lunsford Richardson 
families, was provided for in the will 
of Lunsford Richardson, who died last 
summer, according to a portion of the 
will filed in Greensboro. An inventory 
of the major part of the estate was 
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expected to be filed in Greenwich, 
Conn. 


Flora Macdonald Gets 
$500,000 Effort Going 


Flora Macdonald’s current $500,000 
campaign, scheduled for completion in 
1954, is being launched in communities 
throughout the three supporting pres- 
byteries—Orange, Wilmington and 
Fayetteville. 


Women of Synod Report 
Membership of 49,689 


Mrs. Rufus D. Wilson, Burlington, 
president of the Women of the Synod, 
reported at the annual meeting in Wins- 
ton-Salem a total current membership 
of 49,689 representing 544 of the 624 
churches of the synod. Total gifts last 
year were $551,121. One feature was 
the endowment of the chair of Bible 
at Presbyterian Junior College, Max- 
ton. 


Commercialism Eliminated 
From N. Wilkesboro Parade 


All the churches of North Wilkesboro 
were invited to enter floats in a pre- 
holiday parade which was devoted en- 
tirely to the Nativity theme. Com- 
mercial exploitation was to be com- 
pletely eliminated. Floats were paid 
for by the Chamber of Commerce which 
sponsored the parade. (RNS) 


Two Factions Given 
Use of Baptist Church 


Under assignment of the Superior 
Court, the North Rocky Mount Bap- 
tist church will be used by two factions 
of a divided congregation. This ar- 
rangement will be followed until a jury 
can try the suit filed in October by a 
group of the congregation’s former offi- 
cers. The suit was instituted by four 
men who had been trustees and deacons 
until last Aug. 9 when the 1,300-mem- 
ber congregation voted 241-133 to 
withdraw from the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the North Carolina 
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Baptist Convention under charges of 
the pastor that those two bodies are 
“§lled with modernism and liberalism.” 
Plaintiffs in the suit will use the church 
from 1:30 p. m. until midnight every 
Sunday and Thursday while the pastor 
and his followers will have the use of 
the building at all other hours. (RNS) 


Ferre Cancellation 


Being Investigated 


After cancellation of a scheduled 
address by Nels F. S. Ferre, Vander- 
pilt University theologian, the North 
Carolina Baptist State Convention, 
meeting in Greensboro, voted to investi- 
gate the situation. Dr. Ferre’s invita- 
tion to speak at a Baptist student con- 
vention was withdrawn after objections 
to his beliefs were raised. A com- 
mittee will report in January. 


Miscellany 


Cecil Henderson of Smithfield was 
recently installed as president of Gran- 
ville Presbytery’s Men of the Church. 
... Although 4,000 of the 16,000 stu- 
dents in recognized theological semi- 
naries of the country are in Southern 
Baptist Convention seminaries, these 
seminaries are not producing enough 
ministers even for replacements, N. C. 
Baptists were told recently. There are 
two churches for every minister, it was 
reported. Roman Catholics are 
conducting a statewide campaign de- 
signed to eliminate misconceptions about 
Roman Catholicism held by non-Roman 
Catholics. Roman Catholic laymen visit 
homes in their communities and invite 
people to attend lectures on the sub- 
ject... . The U. S. Supreme Court, in a 
case originating in Charlotte, refused 
to decide whether cities may prohibit 
movies or other commercial amuse- 
ments during Sunday church hours. It 
said no substantial federal question was 
involved. . . . The Duke Endowment 
has given $2,692,577 for the erection 
and operation of rural churches and 
$695,181 for the care of superannuated 
Methodist preachers in North Carolina 
during the 28 years of its operation. 
(RNS) . . . Camden W. Melick has 
been elected elder-emeritus for life by 
the congregation of the Cann Memorial 
church, Elizabeth City. . . . The new 
$50,000 Oakland church, oldest Pres- 
byterian church in Johnston County, 
was recently dedicated, with Union 
Seminary’s President Ben R. Lacy 
preaching the sermon. . . . Avondale 
church, Charlotte, has opened two new 
education buildings costing $60,000. 


CHARLES LYNN BROWN. 
Raleigh. 
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Give a book 
to inspire — to entertain 


HEAVEN IN MY HAND 

By Alice Lee Humphreys 
In this collection of delightfully told incidents of the classroom, a 
first-grade teacher shares her insight into that wonderland of Child- 
hood. The book is both humorous and touching; the story of the 
Christmas party and Lad’s gift is particularly moving. Bound in a 
gay blue floral pattern, it will bring joy at first sight, and through 
reading and re-reading and re-reading. $2.00 


WE MET JESUS 
By Ray L. St. Clair 


In the form of dramatic mono- 
logues, sixteen of Christ’s con- 
temporaries tell their own per- 
sonal stories of their unforgettable 
meetings with the Master. The 
reader himself can meet Jesus 
through the thoughts and experi- 
ences of these men and women. 

$2.75 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
By John Bright 
A revealing and reverent study of 
the Biblical concept of God from 
its origin in the Mosaic faith, 
through the Old Testament proph- 
ets, to its consummation in the 
New Testament. $3.75 


LET’S KEEP CHRISTMAS 
By Peter Marshall 
An unforgettable, moving Christmas sermon 
which will serve as an eloquent reminder of that 


holiday’s true spirit. It captures perfectly the 
miracle of Christmas, $1.50 


MY FIRST BOOK ABOUT JESUS 
By Mary Alice Jones 
An excellent introduction to religion for little 


children, this lovely picture book shows Jesus as 
a devoted friend to all children. $1.00 


RELIGION IN SHOES 
Brother Bryan of Birmingham 

By Hunter B. Blakely 
Brother Bryan was the shepherd 
of the tiny Third Presbyterian 
Church of Birmingham, Alabama, 
but his flock included that entire 
industrial city. His story is writ- 
ten in the lives of thousands who 
saw God through him—rich and 
poor, saint and sinner. $2.00 


MAKING MEN WHOLE 
By J. B. Phillips 
In thoroughly fresh and contem- 
porary terms, J. B. Phillips here 
explains how Christ alone can 
bring ‘‘wholeness”’ to the individ- 
ual and to all of the scattered 
human family. $1.50 


WHEN | LISTEN TO BIBLE STORIES 
By Elizabeth McE. Shields 


Written in language the preschool child can understand, these Bible 
stories will make the figures of the text actually live for the child. 
The 30 stories and poems are based on both the Old and New Testa- 


ments. Illustrated in two colors. 


$1.00 


Let the Presbyterian Book Stores meet all your book needs. 


When you take advantage of your Presby- 
terian Book Stores you are helping yourself 


and your Church. 


Here you receive full 


value in all purchases, and the book income 
enables your Church to provide for you and 
your children a better program of Christian 
teaching. Nowhere else can your book pur- 
chases bring you such rich returns. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 


Box 1020, Dallas 21, Tex. 











SUMMER CONFERENCES 





Summer conferences as scheduled for 
three of the church’s leading centers for 
1954 have been announced as follows: 


MONTREAT, N. C. 


May 27-June 2, General Assembly 

June 7-12, Asheville Presbytery YP; Knox- 
ville Presbytery YP 

June 8-13, College Professors 

June 14-19, Appalachia Synod YP 

June 21-25, Young Adult Conference 

June 22-27, open 

June 24-29, Women's Advisory Council 

June 29-30, Presbyterial Presidents 

June 30-July 7, Women’s Training School 

July 7-12, Directors of Christian Education 

July 8, Superintendents’ Council 

July 9-12, Superintendents’ Conference 

July 812, Children’s Work Council 

July 12-22, Leadership School 

July 22-29, School of Church Music 

July 22-29, Assembly's Youth Council 

July 29-Aug. 4, World Missions Conference 

Aug. 5-12, Church Extension Conference 


Aug. 12-22, Bible Conference 

Aug. 17-18, Stated Clerks’ Association 

Aug. 17-19, Ministers’ Wives’ Forum 

Aug. 23-28, Boy Scout Executives of South- 
ern District 


MASSANETTA SPRINGS, VA. 


June 11-13, Young Adult Conference 

June 14-20, Virginia Music Camp 

June 14-20, First Junior Camp (tentative) 

June 21-27, Pioneer Camp 

June 28-July 4, Young People’s Leadership 
School 

June 28-July 4, Second Junior Camp (ten- 
tative) 

July 5-18, Baptist Training Union 

July 19-23, Christian Endeavor Convention 

July 19-25, Third Junior Camp (tentative) 

July 23-25, Men’s Conference 

July 26-Aug. 1, Women’s Training School 

Aug. 2-8, Baptist Assembly 

Aug. 9-15, Lutheran Assembly 

Aug. 16-29, Bible Conference 


MO-RANCH, HUNT, TEXAS 


June 9-16, Senior Hi Fellowship 
June 18-20, Men-at-Mo-Ranch 


June 21-25, Young People’s Leadership 
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School 

June 25-27, Church Officers 

June 28-July 5, W. Tex. Presbytery Pip. 
neers (I) 

July 6-13, W. Tex. Pioneers (II) 

July 14-21, Western Texas Senior Camp 

July 24-25, Business Women’s Conference 

July 26-31, Synodical Training School 

July 31-Aug. 4, Church Extension Confer. 
ence 

Aug. 4-11, School for Christian Teachers 

Aug. 12-19, Weekday Church School Work. 
shop 

Aug. 16-21, School of Church Music 

Aug. 20-22, Conference for Administrators 

Aug. 26-Sept. 2, Presbyterian Student Con. 
ference 

Sept. 3-6, Young Adult Retreat 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Agnes Scott Gets $100,000 
Through Mrs. Evans’ Will 


Agnes Scott College will receive 
$100,000 from the estate of Letitia 
Pate Whitehead Evans, who died in Hot 
Springs, Va. in mid-November. The in- 
come from this fund will be used to 
maintain the dining hall which was 
named for her and given by her. 





Davidson and Columbia U. 
Join in Engineering Plan 


Students who wish to do so may now 
earn degrees in engineering in five years 
by attending Davidson College for three 
years and Columbia University’s School 
of Engineering for two. Bachelor’s de- 
grees will be granted by both institu- 
tions. A liaison officer will help to 
facilitate the program. Davidson's 
President John R. Cunningham calls 
the plan “an excellent program for 
those students who desire a_ liberal 
arts education combined with the engi- 
neering training they will receive at 
Columbia. 


ATS Classroom Building 
Is Dedicated in Ceremonies 


In conjunction with the fall meeting 
of the board of trustees, the newly- 
erected administration building was re- 
cently dedicated at the Assembly's 
Training School in Richmond, Va. The 
Assembly’s Moderator, Frank W. Price, 
and ATS Former President E. B. 
Paisley were speakers at the dedica- 
tion. The new building, with about 
$90,000 provided by Women of the 
Church, contains classrooms, offices, a 
reading room and conference rooms. 


Queens Enrolls 299 in 


Evening College Classes 


A 72 per cent enrollment increase in 
Queens College evening classes is re- 
ported from the Charlotte, N. C., in- 
stitution, for a total of 299. Only three 
years old, this program offers academic, 
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@ No. 68 in a series on congregational singing 


What Is the Hymn Society? 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


From time to time in this series, 
I have referred to the Hymn Society 
of America and its splendid work in 
fostering interest in congregational 
singing. This national organization, 
founded in 1922, includes thousands of 
hymn lovers in its membership. Lay- 
men, clergymen, church musicians, as 
well as most of the American hymn 
writers and hymnal editors, consider 
it a privilege to be associated with this 
Society. 

Its educational work is accomplished 
in many ways. A_ periodical, “The 
Hymn,” issued three times a year, in- 
cludes a variety of stimulating articles, 
reviews, and news items. A number 
of important “Papers of the Hymn So- 
ciety” are available to the public. 
“What Is a Hymn?” by Carl Fowler 
Price, and “Isaac Watts and His Con- 
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tribution to the English Hymn” by 
Norman V. Hope are two sample titles. 

Then the Society upon occasion pre- 
pares anniversary celebration materials 
for use in services and _ festivals 
throughout the country. Several weeks 
ago I mentioned, as examples, the Low- 
ell Mason, Henry Francis Lyte, and 
Genevan and Scottish Psalter celebra- 
tions. Congregations as well as com- 
munity-wide gatherings use these serv- 
ices. 

The Society is widely known and ap- 
preciated for its stimulation of crea- 
tive hymn writing. Only recently a 
nation-wide search was made for new 
hymns on the Holy Scriptures to be 
used in connection with the issuance 
of the Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible. The prize hymn, “The Divine 
Gift,” by Sarah Taylor and nine other 
leading hymns written for this occasion 
were issued in a 16-page booklet. At 
the moment the Society is seeking new 
hymns appropriate for use at the Evans- 


ton 1954 assembly of the World Council 
of Churches. 


Public meetings and lectures, promo- 
tion of hymn festivals, extensive cor- 
respondence on matters related to 
hymnody and congregational singing, 
provision of an enormous reference li- 
brary on hymnology at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in New York—these 
are additional means used in the So- 
ciety’s educational program. 

Membership in the Hymn Society of 
America will bring any reader of this 
article into a stream of inspiring in- 
fluence that will nurture his or her 
interest in the subject of hymnody. I 
urge readers to write to the Rev. Deane 
Edwards, president of the Hymn Society, 
297 Fourth Ave., New York 1s W. XY. 
for further information about member- 
ship. 


NEXT WEEK: Conclusion of the 
series. 
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professional and business courses to 
adults in the Charlotte area. 


Friends of Union Seminary 
Look Back on Eight Years 


More than 350 “Friends of the Semi- 
nary” heard a review recently of what 
their 16,000 members have done for 
Union Seminary in Virginia during the 
past eight years of the organization's 


life. In their annual meeting on the 
campus they saw recent improvements 
made through their efforts: redecora- 
tion of Watts Chapel and other pro- 
jects. They saw evidence of what their 
$102,000, given since 1945, had done 
on the campus in the way of refurnish- 
ing and redecorating some of the build- 
ings, providing new equipment in class- 
rooms, dining room, kitchen and dormi- 
tories, underwriting the Field Work 
department, providing for the annual 
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conference on Christian Vocation ang 
other notable ventures. Mrs. R. & 
Ritchie, Charleston, W. Va., was named 
West Virginia‘s “Key Woman,” sue. 
ceeding Mrs. J. M. McCauley, Mt. Hope, 
Mrs. F. B. Kegley, Wytheville, Va, 
is the current chairman The 1954 pn. 
ject will be either (1) furnishing the 
living rooms of the new 24-unit apart. 
ment dormitory for married students or 
(2) renovating and furnishing three 
classrooms in Schauffler Hall. 
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Thy Kingdom Come 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for December 27, 1953 
Matthew 6:9-10; 28:16-20; John 17:18-21; Acts 1:6-8; Revelation 11:15b 


Our final lesson this year is intendedthe holiness of his character,-and of his 


to sum up the lessons of the past quar- 
ter, which have set before us some of 
the Bible teachings for a better world. 
It also suggests an excellent series of 
resolutions for the New Year. 


|. “Pray Like This,’’ Mt. 6:9-10 


When the disciples asked Jesus to 
teach them how to pray (Luke 11:1) he 
taught them that familiar prayer which 
we call the Lord’s Prayer. He repeated 
it (or Matthew has seen fit to include it) 
in the Sermon on the Mount, telling 
them to ‘‘pray like this.’’ He does not 
mean that we should pray only for those 
objects mentioned in his model prayer. 
He himself went easily and naturally to 
the Father with everything that was on 
his heart, and so should we. And yet 
there is much that we can learn about 
the objects of prayer from a careful 
study of this model prayer. 

We observe to begin with that three of 
the six petitions—and these the first 
three (the only ones with which we are 
now concerned)—relate to God’s name, 
God’s reign, God’s will. Perhaps the 
trouble with our prayers is that we pray 
for our own needs and the needs of our 
family, but forget to pray for the wider 
needs of the Kingdom. This model 
prayer suggests that we should put the 
interests of God first, our own interests 
second. This does not mean that we 
must always mention the divine inter- 
ests first, though perhaps it would help 
to put us in the proper mood and to put 
our personal petitions in the proper 
frame of reference if we did so more 
often. But even when the petitions which 
we voice are altogether for our own 
needs, the wider interests of God should 
be in mind. Even in the midst of life’s 
tragedies, we should pray as Jesus did 
in the Garden of Gethsemane, ‘‘Never- 
theless not my will but thine be done.” 
It may be that our prayers have not 
meant to us what we should like, be- 
cause selfishly we have sought our own 
interests to the neglect of God’s inter- 
ests, or because, subtly, unconsciously, 
we have sought our own interests at the 
expense of the divine interests. But 
what are the divine interests for which 
we should pray? 

“Hallowed be thy name.” The name 
of God in the Bible represents the char- 
acter of God, God as he has revealed 
himself to man. To hallow means to 
make known as holy on the part of God 
and to regard as holy on the part of 
man. When we pray, ‘‘Hallowed be thy 
name,’”’ we pray that God will reveal 
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purpose, and of his will to men—as 
they pore over his revealed Word, as 
they delve into the secrets of nature, as 
they seek to understand the meaning of 
world events, as they try to interpret 
the meaning of their own experience. 

As we offer this petition we pray that 
we and other men may recognize and 
reverence the character and purpose 
and will of God as revealed to us in the 
Bible, in nature, in history, and in our 
own experience. And if our petition is 
vital and sincere, we pledge ourselves 
to reverence and to lead other men to 
reverence God’s character, God’s pur- 
pose and God’s will however they may 
be revealed to us. 

“Thy Kingdom come.” The Kingdom 
is God’s rule over individual men and 
over society in this world, as well as in 
the world to come. When we offer this 
petition we pray that God’s reign may 
be established in our hearts, in our 
homes, in our city, and in the social, 
industrial, political and international life 
of our times, and we pledge ourselves 
to work toward the accomplishment of 
that end. We also pray for the glorious 
consummation of the Kingdom when the 
kingdoms of this world shall finally be- 
come the Kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior. 

“Thy will be done.” When we offer 
this petition we pray that God’s will may 
be done by whom? Certainly not by 
God, for such a prayer would be both 
presumptuous and foolish. We request, 
then, that God’s will may be done by 
our neighbors, by heads of government, 
by local politicians, by industrialists and 
labor leaders, by all men in every walk 
of life, by Americans and Chinese and 
British and Russians. But such prayer 
is meaningless unless it is also and first 
and foremost a prayer that God’s will 
may be done in us. 

This petition is not only a pledge that 
we will seek to do God’s will, but also 
that we will accept God’s will for our 
own lives when it runs contrary to our 
own wills; that like Jesus we are ready 
to pray, ‘‘Nevertheless not my will, but 
thine be done.’’ It means that we are 
ready to bring all of our desires, all of 
our petitions, all of our aims and am- 
bitions to this test, and are willing to 
subject them to this condition. 

The reverencing of God’s character, 
the coming of God’s Kingdom, the doing 
of God’s will—these are the great ends 
toward which our prayers should be di- 
rected. Let us resolve that we shall 
pray more “like this’? during the com- 
ing year. 


il. Strive for Christian Unity, 
Jn. 17:18-21 

Jesus’ last prayer for his disciples 
was offered in the upper room, the night 
in which he was betrayed, and is re- 
corded in John 17. He prayed for his 
immediate disciples, that they might be 
kept from the evil one (17:15) and sanc- 
tified, or consecrated, or dedicated in 
the truth which he had made known to 
them (17:17-19). Then, looking down 
into the future, he prayed that his im- 
mediate disciples and all those who fol- 
lowed them through the years might be 
one; “‘even as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they also may be in 
us, so that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me.”’ 

The unity for which Jesus prayed, 
and for which he would surely have us 
pray, is a unity of purpose, a unity of 
endeavor, a unity of will—the sort of 
unity which Jesus on earth had with his 
Father in heaven. It is a unity which 
is to be manifest to men—‘‘that the 
world may believe.’’ Christians cannot 
convince the world that God is in Christ 
reconciling the world to himself, when 
they cannot be reconciled to one another. 
The church cannot persuade men that 
it has the secret of human brotherhood 
when it does not manifest brotherhood 
in its own ranks. 

Let us pray then during the coming 
year that there may be increasing unity 
of purpose, unity of endeavor, unity of 
will among Christians everywhere, and 
that this unity may be such that the 
world may believe that God has re- 
vealed his will in Christ; and let us pray 
that God will show us what this means 
for our own beloved church as it faces 
the possibility of organic union with 
other Presbyterian bodies. 


ill, Make Disciples of All the 
Nations, Mt. 28:16-20 


Jesus’ final commission to his disciples 
was given after the resurrection on five 
different occasions in five different 
forms. The form which has most seized 
the imagination of the church is that 
found in Matthew 28:16-20. It was in 
Galilee where Jesus appeared unto the 
Eleven and probably also to the five 
hundred disciples mentioned by Paul 
(I Cor, 15:6). 

The all-inclusive purpose, the final end 
of the Great Commission as given here, 
is to make disciples of all the nations. 
To accomplish this Jesus commands us, 
first, to baptize men in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus was not concerned with 
the form of baptism—whether by sprin- 
kling or by immersion. He was not 
primarily concerned with the physical 
act of baptism, or with the repetition of 
a mere phrase. The Greek preposition 
means “into the name,”’ rather than “in 
the name,’’ and the name of Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit refers here as so 
frequently in the New Testament, to 
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their character as it has been revealed 
to us. To baptize in or into the name of 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit means 
therefore, as the Interpreters’ Bible in- 
dicates, ‘‘to baptize into the possession 
and protection of the Godhead, and to 
establish a vital union between God and 
the believer.”” It means to bring men 
into a living relationship with God who 
is our Father, who has revealed himself 
in the Son, who operates in our lives as 
the Spirit of holiness. To establish such 
relationship is the purpose of our evan- 
gelistic effort. 


Evangelism however is only the be- 
ginning of the church’s task. It is the 
foundation which must be laid before 
any other work that is worthwhile can 
be accomplished. Nevertheless the 
church cannot stop with the foundation. 
Our first duty is to baptize men into the 
name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit; our second duty is 
to teach. 


We all recognize, of course, that edu- 
cation is a task of the church, alongside 
that of evangelism, by which saving 
relationships with God are established, 
and of worship, by which they are main- 
tained. The emphasis that our church 
puts on religious education, the interest 
we take in the Sunday school is suffi- 
cient evidence of that. We know that 
it is not enough to convert men; we 
must also teach them in our homes and 
in our Sunday schools and through our 
pulpits to know the great doctrines of 
the church, the great truths of the Bible. 

But that is not what Jesus emphasizes 
in the Great Commission. He says that 
we are to teach men, not to know, but 
to do. It is not doctrine that he refers 
to, but conduct; not belief, but practice. 
We need not minimize the importance 
of doctrine. Its need is implied in the 
words we have just considered. It is 
impossible to baptize men into the name 
of Jesus, for example, unless they know 
who Jesus was and something of what 
he has done for us on Calvary. Doc- 
trine, however, is not sufficient. It is 
not an end in itself, but the means to a 
greater end. If we are to carry out the 
Great Commission, we must teach men 
to observe all things that Christ has 
commanded us, 
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This means that we must teach them 
to love God with all their hearts and 
souls and minds, i.e., we must teach 
them to set their affections supremely 
on God; to surrender their wills wholly 
unto him; to seek first his Kingdom and 
his righteousness; and to do so in the 
midst of our present materialistic en- 
vironment, our intensely competitive so- 
cial order, our supra-nationalistic world 
society, where day by day we are 
tempted to lower our ideals to meet the 
ideals of the world. 

We must also teach them to love their 
neighbors as themselves (i.e., to seek 
their good) in the home, in the school, 
in the various social circles in which 
they move; to love all men, rich and 
poor, white and black, Russians as well 
as Americans; to love them in the eco- 
nomic realm, in the social realm, in the 
political realm, and in the international 
realm. 

The final aim that we seek to accom- 
plish is to make disciples of all the 
nations—not to win disciples in all the 
nations, though this is an indispensable 
step, but to make disciples of the na- 
tions themselves. In other words, we 
cannot be satisfied until all nations have 
acknowledged Jesus as Lord in every 
realm of life, until he is the Lord of all 
men and the Lord of all life. 

If we are seriously concerned with the 
making of a better world, we shall re- 
solve during this coming year to carry 
out our Master’s final commission with 
greater fidelity. 


IV. Witness 


The Great Commission was repeated 
for the last time just before Jesus’ as- 
cension. The disciples hoped that Jesus 
would establish his reign over men 
quickly, without any effort on their own 
part. Jesus told them not to be con- 
cerned with the final consummation, 
which would come in God’s good time, 
and which they could never know. ‘‘But 
you shall receive power,’’ he said, ‘‘when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
you shall be my witnesses... .”’ 

We note here that whatever else we 
may mean by the Holy Spirit, we do 
mean power—not intellectual power, 
necessarily, or physical power, but 
moral and spiritual power, power to 
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apprehend God, power to accomplish 
God’s will for our lives. We note also 
that this power is promised in connec. 
tion with a task. And so it is always, 
As Halford E. Luccock has written: 


‘‘Power is given to a church when jt 
faces the task which God has laid upon 
it, and goes to work on it. Power js 
never achieved when pursued for itself, 
In the economy of God, as we have 
glimpses of it in the Bible, power al- 
ways goes with a commission. It came 
to the disciples at Pentecost; it comes 
to anyone whenever he squarely faces 
an undertaking for God. To receive 
power we need to tackle something for 
which we need the power of God.”’ 


V. Trust God for the Final Victory 


“You shall be my witnesses,’ said 
Jesus. There was much poverty in the 
Roman Empire, but Jesus gave his dis- 
ciples no economic panacea. There was 
much injustice, but he offered them no 
political formula. The mission of the 
disciples was to witness—what they had 
heard, what they had seen, what they 
had experienced through his Spirit. And 
that is the church’s primary mission to- 
day. If faithfully performed, if duly 
heeded, it will transform the political, 
the economic and international situa- 
tion; it will revolutionize the whole life 
of man, the total life of the nation and of 
the world, but the effects will come only 
as we bear faithful witness to Jesus as 
Savior and Lord. We are to bear our 
witness by word and by deed, and by 
our gifts which enable others to witness 
in own stead—at home (in Jerusalem), 
wherever men are estranged (in Judea 
and Samaria), and unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth. Let us resolve to be 
more faithful in own witness during the 
coming year. 

In the Great Commission, Jesus has 
given us a task which seems utterly 
beyond us, which seems impossible of 
fulfillment. It would fill us with despair 
if we did not have Christ’s own promise: 
‘‘Lo, I am with you always, to the close 
of the age.’’ It is because we have this 
promise that we dare to undertake the 
staggering task that he has laid upon us. 
We are not laboring alone. Jesus is 
working with and over and through us 
for the great ends which he has at heart. 
And he has pledged us the final victory. 

We will not despair therefore what- 
ever difficulty confronts us, whatever 
danger awaits us. In spite of all dis- 
couragements, in spite of all obstacles 
we will give ourselves to the duty that 
lies immediately ahead of us. In God’s 
own time, even as John the seer fore- 
told, the kingdoms of this world will 
become the Kingdom of our Lord and of 
his Christ, and he shall reign forever 
and ever. 


lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION. 
By L. W. Grensted. Oxford University 
Press, New York. 175 pp., $3. 

In his preface, Canon Grensted hu- 
morously complains that two of his press 
notices credited him with an _ extra- 
ordinary volume entitled ‘‘The Psychol- 
ogy of God.’’ Its actual title was Psy- 
chology and God. In this modest little 
pok here reviewed, Dr. Grensted 
sketches competently the main trends in 
the psychology of religion since the pub- 
lication of William James’ classic Vari- 
eties of Religious Experience. Freud’s 
epoch-making discovery of the terrifying 
powers of the Unconscious and his con- 
fused attack on religion as an unrealistic 
father-complex are fairly expounded and 
briefly criticized. Jung with his more 
creative and purposive concept of the 
unconscious mind and his recognition of 
religious faith as a basic factor in 
therapy is presented sympathetically. 
The author even claims that Jung’s con- 
tribution is the most significant one of 
the past two decades. He also notes the 
influence of I. D. Suttie who sought 
to transform Freudianism by making 
mother-love central rather than sex, the 
Gestalt school with its idea of ‘‘whole- 
ness,’’ Adler’s fruitful conception of 
“style of life’’ and Gordon Allport’s per- 
sonalistic and broad-based psychology. 
The main impression given is that the 
psychology of religion now has a much 
richer and truer portrait of the human 
soul to work with than at the turn of 
the century. Unfortunately in his pre- 
occupation with psycho-analysis, Dr. 
Grensted has neglected the contribution 
of child psychology and the study of 
character-formation. He makes no men- 
tion of Hartshorne and May, Ligon and 
Sherrill. The counseling movement is 
also omitted. 

The remainder of the book which 
seeks to relate the findings of psychol- 
ogy to private religious experience, cor- 
porate worship and theistic philosophy 
is rather vague and inconclusive, The 
author concludes that psychology, as the 
science of human experience, is so lim- 
ited by its framework that it knows 
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nothing of the Object of worship. Its 
chief service to religion is therefore 
practical, giving us understanding of 
human growth and motivation. The idea 
that our increasing sense of the depth of 
the human soul, of its tragic conflicts 
and need of atonement and reconcilia- 
tion yield verification of Biblical insights 
seems not to have dawned upon the 
author. The book is of value, however, 
for its enlightening historical perspec- 
tive. : 
D. MAURICE ALLAN. 
Hampden-Sydney College. 


GLIMPSES OF A SACRED LAND. By 
Carl F. H. Henry. W. A. Wilde Co. 240 
Pp., $3.50. 

Dr. Henry gives a running commen- 
tary on a recent trip to the Near East, 
dealing in turn with his impressions as 
to the spiritual state of France, Italy, 
Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Israel, 
Greece, and the United States. 

While other parts of the book are not 
lacking in interest, the discussion of 
conditions in the Arab states and Israel 
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is of particular interest in the light of 
current developments, Dr. Henry writes 
with the conviction that the rise of the 
state of Israel is the fulfillment of proph- 
ecy concerning the Jews, but he is 
careful not to give Israel a clean bill of 
health either as to methods employed 
or as to the prevailing spirit of the na- 
tion today. The value of this portion of 
the book would have been greatly en- 
hanced with a good map. 

If one is looking for a word of en- 
couragement on the spiritual state of 
the lands visited, including our own, he 
will not find it here, but perhaps he will 
find a factual report. 

RALPH M. LLEWELLYN. 

Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
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1953 Massanetta Bible Conference by 


F. Bruce Speakman 
Ross H. Stover 
Chas. B. Templeton 
Kyle M. Yates 
Nevin H. Zuck 














80th VOLUME 


Invaluable to pastors, 
Bible students. Complete with maps, 
copies of famous paintings & index. 


by Wilbu 
WILDE 





teachers, 


at all book 
stores 


r M. Smith, D.D. 








Tn Put 
or this /Vloment 
in this World 


A new authorized version of the Bible— 


more accurate and easier to read—that preserves 
the timeless beauty of the King James translation 


We give gifts at Christmas to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus 
nearly 2,000 years ago. Yet 
how often do we choose a gift in 
keeping with the real meaning 
of Christmas? 

This year you can solve your 
gift problems with the most ap- 
propriate Christmas gift of all 
. . . the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. 

Here is a Bible that tells the 
glorious, ever-new story of Jesus 
in the language we use today, 
yet a Bible that is faithful to 
the earliest known manuscripts. 


Perfect gift 
for young and old 


In these anxious days, the Bible 
offers a practical antidote for 
sorrow, cynicism, and despair. 
But the King James Version is 
often difficult reading. 

For those who too seldom 
open their Bible because the way 
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Buckram edition. Bound in finest 

[ ] maroon buckram, Sturdite 
spine stamped in genuine 23 
karat gold. 544” x 814”. $6.00 
per copy. 

Leather edition. Bound in rich 

[ ] black genuine leather, with 
red under gold edges and rib- 
bon marker, stamped with 
genuine 23 karat gold. In- 
dividually boxed. $10.00. 


1N. 6th St. °¢ 


Please send me the Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible 
in the edition(s) and quantities indicated below. 


it is written makes it 
hard to understand, the 
Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible can 
bring an exciting new 
experience. 

Direct, understandable 
language quickens each 
verse to glorious mean- 
ing . . . yet the poetic 
beauty of the King James 
Version is_ preserved. 


The Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible is ideal for chil- 
dren. There are no obscure 
old-fashioned phrases to con- 
fuse young people or dull their 
eagerness to read. And many 
devout readers of the King 
James Version praise the richer 
understanding this new version 
has brought them. This Christ- 
mas let it bring renewed in- 
spiration to you and those you 
love. 


Richmond 19, Va. 


Two - volume Old Testament. 

[ ] Matches the large one-volume 
New Testament. Large, clear 
type set across the page. 
5” x 7144”, bound in attractive 
blue cloth. $5.00 set of two 
volumes. 


Matching New Testament. $2.50 
[ |] per volume. 


Check or cash 


Authorized by thé 
National Council of 
the Churches of Chris 
in the U.S. A 


“For everyone seeking peace 
of mind, victory over fear, 
and a solution of personal 
and social problems, this 
version will be a great and 
practical help.’’—Dr, Nor- 
man Vincent Peale 


“An event of the greate 
significance, A group of em 
nent scholars has produce 
this monumental work, whie 
in the light of new knowled 
clarifies the eternal messa 
of the Word of God in ma 
ern language.’’ — Bish 
Henry Knox Sherrill 


“The translation is fresh and 
arresting. The interpretation 
represents the combined 
views of respected scholars 
rather than the version of 
any one writer. The wealth 
of new insights is most en- 
riching.”” — Dr. Ralph W. 
Sockman 
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cover add 50c per line and allow on 
week for shipment. (Please print name) 
24-hour shipment on all other orders. 

When your gift card is furnished 
orders will be gift wrapped and mailé 
by us directly to the person whose nam 
and address you furn’sh. 
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